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like lively small boys. Meanwhile, the mother seemed to enjoy
throwing lumps of ice two or three feet over her head.

In order to make the ice-cap stations habitable during
blizzards or excessively cold spells it was decided to use the same
method as employed at Little America by Byrd and by Wegener
at Mid-ice, that is to dig a deep pit and to live in the ice rather
than on it. An Arctic tent with an umbrella-shaped top was set
up in a hole fifteen feet in diameter. The floor was a double
thickness of wooden planking, and in the middle was a trap-door
leading to a tunnel excavated in the ice beneath. For this work
small chisels were used, and eventually a tunnel five feet high
and three feet wide was made. There was a separate entrance
shaft, with a wooden tower made of empty packing-cases; and
caverns were excavated in the tunnel walls for various purposes.
One side-passage fifty feet long led to a safety cavern for use in
the event of any disaster destroying the tent. There was also a
larder which had all the advantages of the most modern refrig-
erators. Later on the tunnel was still farther extended, and
eventually they came to a crevasse which widened with depth,
and at the bottom of a cavern some seventy feet below the sur-
face there was a lake of still water which remained unfrozen for
almost the whole of the year. In the intervals between their icy
burrowings the inmates of the station kept their vigil at the
meteorological instruments, and were in regular radio com-
munication with the base. Glen himself spent five months in
the northern ice-cap station, which was constructed along
similar lines to the central station.

With the return of spring the survey programme began in
earnest. Croft and Glen made a journey across the sea-ice to
the north of the island, but had to turn back when they were
fifty miles out owing to the chaotic ice conditions and the fact
that one of the sledges was broken. They then made a journey
from the base across to the east coast and then to the south
coast, thus completing the survey of the whole coast of North-
east Land.

Meanwhile two other surveyors had been planning the north
coast in considerable detail. At one point they came across an
old camp site with several boxes and old tins littered about. In
one of the boxes they found some Italian documents and some